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I had a racing friend who had vowed never to believe in the Lord because of something that 
happened to a neighbour of his.  His neighbour was a vulnerable young man, shy and fairly timid.  He 
was befriended by a girl from the local church, who showed a lot of interest in him. The young man 
was amazed and delighted, and accepted her invitation to church.   
 
Some weeks went by, and the church had an awards night for those who had invited the most 
people to church, and the young lady won the award.  Unfortunately her interest in the young man 
extended only to winning a prize for herself, and she promptly stopped showing him any 
attention.  He was heartbroken, and ultimately took his own life.  I'm sure there were other factors, 
but the church's lack of genuine care did contribute to the way the young man was feeling. 
 
My friend said he could never believe in a god who would endorse that kind of behaviour from a 
church person.  To his surprise I agreed with him, and I suspect you may too.  My friend agreed that 
if God was indeed NOT like that, that if He was in fact loving, respectful and kind, then he would 
consider God more seriously. 
 
Several years later my friend tragically died in a racing accident - I hope that in the intervening years 
he was able to think about the Lord without prejudice. 
 
This has made me think deeply about how I conduct myself in life as an ambassador for what I 
believe to be the truth...  
Does my life - do our lives - give a glimpse of what the Lord is like?  Do we show people the love and 
respect that the Lord does?  Clearly this is an impossible task in our own strength, but He always 
gives us the grace, strength and power to do what He has asked of us. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14-17 English Standard Version (ESV) 
14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God 
among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from 
death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we 
are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in 
the sight of God we speak in Christ. 
 
Lord, please grant us the wisdom to be authentic and loving to those around us, in the strength of 
your Spirit, amen. 
 
Your servant in Him 
Richard 
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